ALPHABET 2 - Breathings! © Anne Wright

Greek uses strange things called “breathings” when there are
vowels at the beginning of a word. (Vowels are a, e, i, o, u - in
Greek o, g,1, 0, 0, 1, ®)

A rough breathing (*) is used to show that there is an “h” at the
beginning of the word. 183zv = hidden

A smooth breathing () is used to show that there is no “h” in
front of the vowel, 18z0L = idea

Can you work out what these words mean?




DIFFICULT LETTERS! LTS

Y gamma = g E xi = X

£ zeta = z n pi = p

0 theta = th ¢ phi = phorf
A lambda = | Y Ppsi = ps

Lo mu = m

What do these words mean?
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LONG YOWELS
Greek has two types of “e” and “0”.
The short e (¢ — epsilon) is pronounced

like the e in get and the long e (n — eta)
is pronounced like the ai in air.

The short o ({(o—omicron) s
pronounced like the o in pot and the
long o (@ — omega) is pronounced like
the aw in saw.

g epsilon = ef(get) o omicron = o (pot)
(air) ® omega
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Can you read these words?

POTOYPOLO

TNAEPOVN

ELAOOHOYT

HUKPOGKOTN wevveerrarerseesssnessnes
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