Mark Huggins
Manuscript Study in Athens and Thessaloniki

Thanks to the generous support of the Dover Fund, provided by the Society for the
Promotion of Hellenic Studies, | was able to travel to the Patriarchal Institute for Patristic
Studies in Thessaloniki and the National Library of Greece in Athens during the month of
August 2018. During these two visits, | studied 5 manuscripts: Athens 295 (12" c.), Athens
180 (date unknown), Athens 2487 (111-12" ¢.), Iveron 374 (14" ¢.) and Dionysiou 410 (16™
c.). These in situ examinations have proven crucial for the progress of my research into the
Catechetical Homily on Pascha (CPG 4605), attributed to John Chrysostom and preserved in
these manuscripts, as well as 130 others around the world.

Moreover, it was an exceptional experience to visit the newly renovated National
Library of Greece, now housed at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center. These
impressive facilities demonstrated the care that Greece is taking of its cultural heritage,
maintaining it for future generations of scholars to study and benefit, as well. In addition to
ancient manuscripts, I was also able to visit the Byzantine Museum of Athens, which at the
time was having a special exhibition entitled “Byzantium and the Others in the First
Millennium: An Empire of Stability in a Turbulent Era”. On display were numerous objects
and artifacts, such as Byzantine icons, manuscripts of course, replications of famous mosaics
and churches, as well as informative videos and interactive exhibits — all of which illustrated
the wide range of Byzantium’s interactions with its neighbors both to the East and West up to
roughly the end of the 10" c. Needless to say, the opportunity to visit museums in other
countries and view such priceless artefacts contributes greatly to my personal development as
a scholar, supplementing in a most necessary way the instruction | receive at my home
institution.

However, Byzantine artefacts are by no means the only ones on display in Athens.
The city’s downtown is itself a museum full of rich exhibits stretching from Classical Athens,
through Late Antiquity into Byzantium and down to the present day. Thanks to the support of
the Dover Fund, | was able to spend more time exploring the city, as well, understanding how
Byzantium interacted not only with its own contemporaries, but with its past — and how it
influenced the future of these very same places. | visited the Parthenon, the Library of
Hadrian, as well as innumerable small Byzantine churches hidden among the modern
cityscape. Visiting Athens is an experience that every student of antiquity must have in order
to appreciate their object of study — whether it be manuscripts, structures, art or anything else.

Thessaloniki, of course, is no different. The metropolis was of great significance in the
Byzantine empire, and this is still visible today, whether one marvels at its enormous
basilicas, St. Demetrios and Acheiropoietos, or the remains of the palace of Galerius and his
Triumphal Arch. Even portions of the Byzantine walls have remained in place throughout the
city — and there are many more artefacts to be seen in its Museum of Byzantine Culture.
Thanks to the always plentiful support of the Dover Fund, and the Society for the Promotion
of Hellenic Studies, | was able to make the most of my opportunity to explore this living
treasure trove of antiquity to the fullest in visiting Greece. | am very grateful to have been
given the chance to do so.
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