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THE PRIME MINISTER’S
INTERIORS

The new interiors of the Greek Prime Minister’s residence in Athens explore
the beauty of Greece’s cultural history, writes Alice Dunn

Alexandra Kehayoglou’s Cavafy-inspired artwork is displayed in the living room 

/DVW� \HDU�� RXU� 3ULPH� 0LQLVWHU��
%RULV� -RKQVRQ�� UHFHLYHG�
FULWLFLVP� IRU� WKH� UHIXUELVKPHQW�

RI� KLV� 'RZQLQJ� 6WUHHW� ÀDW� DQG� WKH�
VRXUFH� RI� WKH� IXQGV� XVHG� WR� SD\�
IRU� LW��7KH� UHGHVLJQ�FDOOHG� IRU� VRPH�
OX[XULRXV� QHZ� JROG� ZDOOSDSHU��
UHSRUWHGO\� FRVWLQJ� RYHU� ����� D� UROO
�LW� ZRXOG� SHHO� RII� WKH� ZDOOV� MXVW�
ZHHNV�ODWHU���D�QHZ�VRID�IRU�D�SOXPS�
��������DQG�D�WDEOH�IRU���������7KH�
WRWDO�VXP�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�UH�¿W�FDPH�WR�
DERXW����������'LVFRYHULQJ�KRZ�WKDW�
ELOO�ZDV�SDLG�IRU�EHFDPH�D�GLVWUDFWLRQ�
WR�QHZV�RWKHUZLVH�GRPLQDWHG�E\�WKH�
SDQGHPLF��

7KH� SURFHVV� RI� SROLWLFLDQV¶�
SURSHUW\� UHQRYDWLRQV� ZRXOG� DSSHDU�
WR� EH� D� PRUH� DPLFDEOH� DIIDLU� LQ�
*UHHFH�� :KHQ� 0D[LPRV� 0DQVLRQ��
ZKHUH� *UHHN� 3ULPH� 0LQLVWHU�

.\ULDNRV�0LWVRWDNLV�NHHSV�KLV�RI¿FH��
ZDV� UHGHFRUDWHG� ODVW� \HDU�� KLV� ZLIH�
0DUHYD� *UDERZVNL�0LWVRWDNLV� WRRN�
WKH�KHOP��

*UDERZVNL�0LWVRWDNLV� SURYHG� WR
EH� WKH� SHUIHFW� FDQGLGDWH� IRU� WKH�
MRE� RZLQJ� WR� KHU� H[SHULHQFH� LQ�
DHVWKHWLFLVP� DQG� GHVLJQ�� $IWHU�
\HDUV� VSHQW� ZRUNLQJ� LQ� LQYHVWPHQW�
EDQNLQJ�� VKH� FR�IRXQGHG� =HXV� ��
'LRQH��D�*UHHN�IDVKLRQ�DQG�OLIHVW\OH�
EUDQG� WKDW� FKDPSLRQV� *UHHN�
FUDIWVPDQVKLS�� (DFK� LWHP� LQ� WKH�
ODEHO� LV� µFKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� D� XQLTXH�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� RI� P\WK� DQG� WUDGLWLRQ¶�
DQG� KLJKOLJKWV� WKH� VNLOOV� RI� DUWLVDQV�
IURP�DOO�RYHU�*UHHFH��7H[WLOHV�PDGH�
IURP� VLON�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� DUH� FUHDWHG�
VROHO\� IRU� WKH� =HXV� �� 'LRQH� EUDQG�
LQ� 6RXÀL� LQ� QRUWKHDVW� *UHHFH�� 6LON�
VKLUWV�DUH�HPEURLGHUHG�LQ�$UJRV�DQG�

0HWVRYR�� 'UHVVHV� DQG� VNLUWV� DUH�
NQLWWHG� µE\� WKH� FUDIWVZRPHQ� RI� WKH�
&\FODGHV�DQG�$WWLFD�¶�DV�WKH�ZHEVLWH�
ERDVWV��6XFK�H[FOXVLYH�ZRUNPDQVKLS�
LV�XQGHUVWDQGDEO\�QRW�FKHDS��$�GUHVV�
PDUNHWV� IRU� DURXQG� ¼���� ZKLOH�
D� FHUDPLF� YDVH� ZLOO� VHW� \RX� EDFN�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�¼�����

5HJDUGLQJ� WKH� UHQRYDWLRQ�
SURMHFW� RI� 0D[LPRV� 0DQVLRQ��
*UDERZVNL�0LWVRWDNLV� VDLG� WKDW� KHU�
KXVEDQG� ZDV� RSHQ� WR� WKH� LGHD� RI�
FKDQJH�� EXW� XQGHU� RQH� FRQGLWLRQ��
$V� VKH� WROG� RQH� LQWHUYLHZHU�� ³+H�
VDLG��µ<RX�FDQ�GR�ZKDWHYHU�\RX�OLNH��
EXW�LW�FDQ¶W�FRVW�WKH�*UHHN�VWDWH�RQH�
SHQQ\�¶´�

7KLV� SURYLGHG� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR� FRPELQH� WKH� EHVW� RI� *UHHFH¶V�
GHVLJQ�RIIHULQJV��2QH�RI� WKH�FHQWUDO�
SOD\HUV� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH� UHQRYDWLRQ�
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ZDV� (OLQD� .RXQWRXUL�� 0DQDJLQJ�
'LUHFWRU� RI� 1(21�� D� QRQ�SUR¿W�
RUJDQLVDWLRQ� ZKRVH� IRFXV� LV� WR�
PDNH� FRQWHPSRUDU\� DUW� DFFHVVLEOH�
WR�HYHU\RQH��1(21�DQG�LWV�IRXQGHU��
'LPLWULV� 'DVNDORSRXORV�� UHFHQWO\�
FR�IXQGHG� WKH� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� RI� WKH�
FRORXUIXO�3XEOLF�7REDFFR�)DFWRU\�LQWR�
D�VSDFH�IRU�H[KLELWLRQV��5HQRYDWLRQV�
IRU�WKDW�SURMHFW�FRVW�¼����PLOOLRQ��ZLWK�
WKH�VSDFH�KHOG�XQGHU� WKH�FRQWURO�RI�
WKH� +HOOHQLF� 3DUOLDPHQW� IRU� SXEOLF�
XVH�� 3DUW� RI� WKH� H[KLELWLRQ� VSDFH�
ZDV� GHVLJQHG� IRU� D� µSHUPDQHQW�
FRQWHPSRUDU\� FXOWXUDO� DQG� VRFLDO�
VSDFH�±�RSHQ�WR�DOO�±� WKDW� IXQFWLRQV�
DV� D� G\QDPLF� KXE� IRU� PHHWLQJ� DQG�
H[FKDQJLQJ�LGHDV�¶�ZKLOH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
SRUWLRQ�ZDV�VHW�DVLGH�IRU�WKH�+HOOHQLF�
3DUOLDPHQW� /LEUDU\� DQG� 3ULQWLQJ�
+RXVH�� /DVW� \HDU�� WKH� FXOWXUDO� KXE�
ZDV� KRPH� WR� DQ� H[KLELWLRQ� FDOOHG�

µ3RUWDOV¶��ZKLFK�IHDWXUHG�ZRUN�E\����
DUWLVWV�IURP����FRXQWULHV��

)RU�WKH�0D[LPRV�0DQVLRQ�SURMHFW��
(OLQD� .RXQWRXUL� MRLQHG� IRUFHV� ZLWK�
0LFKDHO� $QDVWDVVLDGHV�� D� SURGXFW�
GHVLJQHU� IURP�&\SUXV��DQG� WRJHWKHU�
WKH\�JDWKHUHG�D� OLVW�RI�*UHHN�DUWLVWV�
DQG� FROOHFWRUV� DQG� LVVXHG� UHTXHVWV�
WR�ERUURZ�VHOHFW�SLHFHV�RI�DUW� WR�EH�
KRXVHG� LQ� WKH�0DQVLRQ� IRU� WKH�QH[W�
WZR�\HDUV��2QH�RI�WKH�SLHFHV��QRZ�LQ�
WKH�PHHWLQJ�URRP��LV�D�FRQVROH�WDEOH�
designed by the late architect and 
LQWHULRU�GHVLJQHU�5HQD�'XPDV��

5HQD�'XPDV�ZDV�ERUQ� LQ�*UHHFH�
DQG� IRXQGHG� KHU� RZQ� DUFKLWHFWXUDO�
GHVLJQ�SUDFWLFH�±�5'$,��5HQD�'XPDV�
,QWHULRU�$UFKLWHFWXUH��±�LQ�3DULV�LQ�������
It is still a thriving interior architecture 
DQG� DUFKLWHFWXUH� SUDFWLFH� WRGD\��
'XPDV¶V� SDVVLRQ� IRU� DUFKLWHFWXUH�
was ignited by watching her brother 
while he was a student at the 

technical school 
LQ� $WKHQV�� +HU�
own training was 
LQ�DUWV�DQG�FUDIWV�
LQ� 3DULV� EHIRUH�
she continued to 
VWXG\� LQ� *UHHFH�
DQG� $PHULFD��
+HU� KXVEDQG�
ZDV� -HDQ�/RXLV�
'XPDV�� WKH�
IRUPHU� SUHVLGHQW�
RI� +HUPqV�� DQG�
she has designed 
KXQGUHGV� RI�

+HUPqV¶V� VWRUHV�� PDNLQJ� HDFK� D�
OX[XULRXV� SODFH� WR� VKRS�� 6KH� KDV�
DOVR�GHVLJQHG�EHDXWLIXO�\HW� IXQFWLRQDO�
IXUQLWXUH�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� µ$ULD¶� FRQVROH�
WDEOH�� ZKLFK� IRXQG� IDYRXU� ZLWK� WKH�
GHVLJQHUV� IRU� WKH� PHHWLQJ� URRP�
RI� 0D[LPRV� 0DQVLRQ�� 2ULJLQDOO\�
FUHDWHG�IRU�D�SULYDWH�KRXVHKROG�LQ�WKH�
PLG�����V��LW�KDV�D�VWULNLQJ�VLOKRXHWWH�
RI� FXW�RXW� VTXDUHV� DV� OHJV� DQG� D�
WRS�KHDY\�DSSHDUDQFH�±� LPEDODQFHG��
yet sturdy. 

,Q� WKH� OLYLQJ� URRP� RI� 0D[LPRV�
0DQVLRQ�� PHDQZKLOH�� D� SLHFH� RI�
WH[WLOH� DUW� ÀRZV� IURP� WKH� ZDOO� RQWR�
WKH� ÀRRU�� 7LWOHG� µ+RSH� WKH� 9R\DJH�
,V� D� /RQJ� 2QH¶�� LW� ZDV� PDGH� E\�
$OH[DQGUD� .HKD\RJORX� DQG� QDPHG�
DIWHU�&DYDI\¶V�IDPRXV�SRHP��,WKDND��
µ$V�\RX�VHW�RXW�IRU�,WKDND���KRSH�\RXU�
URDG�LV�D�ORQJ�RQH����IXOO�RI�DGYHQWXUH��
IXOO� RI� GLVFRYHU\¶�� WKH� ¿UVW� OLQHV� RI�
WKH� SRHP� UHDG�� 7KH� GXDO�SLFWXUH�
VFHQH�GHSLFWV�EHDXWLIXO�WUHHV�OHDGLQJ�
LQWR� D� VHGDWH� EOXH� VHD�� ZKLOH� RQ�
WKH�ÀRRU�� WKH�SLFWXUH�JLYHV� ULVH� WR�D�
WKUHH�GLPHQVLRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� RI�
WZR� ODUJH� URFNV� DW� 6DPDULD� *RUJH�
RQ�&UHWH��FRQYLQFLQJO\�SURGXFHG�LQ�D�
WH[WXUHG�PDWHULDO��

,Q� DOO� WKHLU� P\ULDG� IRUPV�� WKH�
UHQRYDWLRQV�DUH�D�V\PEROLF�WULEXWH�WR�
*UHHFH�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�LW�PHDQV�WR�EH�
*UHHN��1H[W�LQ�OLQH�IRU�DQ�XSGDWH�DUH�
WKH� JDUGHQV� DW� 0D[LPRV� 0DQVLRQ��
/HW¶V� KRSH� WKDW� WKH\�ZLOO� GLJ� MXVW� DV�
GHHS� LQWR� *UHHFH¶V� ULFK� KLVWRU\� IRU�
botanical beauty.The Aria Console Table

Maximos Mansion in Athens
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