
18

We are thoroughly spoiled 
this season for exhibitions 

dedicated to Greek and classical 
themes. 

The Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge 
has mounted an extraordinary display 
of artefacts from ancient Cyprus, Crete 
and Sardinia in Islanders: The Making 
of the Mediterranean, which is open 
until 4 June and to be revisited in our 
next issue. 

The Ashmolean in Oxford, meanwhile, 
presents Labyrinth: Knossos, Myth 
and Reality, a journey into the pre-
Greek world of Minoan Crete, which 
provides the cover story of this issue. 
As the curator of Labyrinth Dr Andrew 
Shapland explains in his vibrant  
feature (pp. 6-9), Sir Arthur Evans 
often turned to the myths of Crete 
as a means of understanding his 
discoveries on the island, spawning 
some eye-popping theories about the 
Minoan past.

From 4 May we also have Luxury and 
power: Persia to Greece at the British 
Museum. This year ‘may not seem the 
right moment for a special exhibition 
focussing on ‘luxury’, writes project 
curator Henry Cosmo Bishop-Wright 
on pp. 18-23, but changing times 
remind us of how fluid luxury can be 
– ‘more a register of contemporary 
socio-economic conditions than a 
static class of ‘thing’’. The ‘things’ 

photographed across these pages will 
nevertheless be sure to inspire awe, if 
not a little envy. 

Elsewhere in this issue, John 
Crawshaw goes in search of Homer’s 
Ithaca with help from Spyridon 
Marinatos, the famous Kefalonia-born 
archaeologist, David Wills attempts  
to navigate the beautiful island of 
Symi using a travel book from 1970, 
Paul Watkins examines the terrible 
legacy of sponge-diving on the 
historic population of Kalymnos, 
and Diana Bentley visits Nicopolis 
to inspect recent renovations to the 
ancient theatre. 

In addition to our round-up of recent 
and forthcoming books, we have 
reviews of a new life of Cyrus the 
Great; a collection of publications on 
another Great – Alexander; a novel 
based on the life of Cleopatra (on 
her fascinating daughter, Cleopatra 
Selene, see Jane Draycott’s article on 
pp. 31-3); the latest poetry collection 
of A. E. Stallings; and a novel tipped 
to be a read of the summer, Greek 
Lessons, translated for the first time 
from the Korean. 

I hope you enjoy the issue and have a 
lovely summer. 

DAISY DUNN
Editor, ARGO

 @Daisyfdunn
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