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My stay at the Fondation Hardt was productive and very enjoyable. The environment is perfect for intensively focussed work and I also found it to be very creatively stimulating. I used my two weeks there to develop a research theme of my DPhil thesis, ‘Athens and Hellenistic Literature’, into an independent piece. This will appear as a chapter on the interaction between the theory and practice of Hellenistic rhetoric in an edited volume. I had already researched the practice of Hellenistic rhetoric but needed to focus on the theory and the ways it diverged from or responded to this evidence of its practice. After spending a few days doing background research on Aristotle’s Rhetoric and the Rhetoric to Alexander, I spend the first week conducting research on stasis theory—an important development in rhetorical theory in the Hellenistic period. In the second week I researched other aspects of rhetorical theory in works such as Agatharchides’ On the Erythraean Sea and Philodemus’ On Rhetoric, and fragments of the peripatetic scholars Theophrastus and Demetrius of Phalerum. I also spent this second week forming the piece’s structure and its arguments. The library was incredibly well stocked for this piece which enabled me to read widely. The ability to keep books on my own desk made the research process much smoother. 

The stay was also a wonderful opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with Academics from different institutions and countries and for practising French. I hope to stay in contact with many of those I met. The morning swims as well as being looked after so well by the staff also aided this peaceful and productive period of work. I very much hope I will return to the Fondation Hardt. I am very grateful to the Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies and the Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies for funding my visit. 


