India Griffiths – JACT summer school
I am grateful for the generous financial contribution of the Hellenic society that enabled me to attend the JACT Ancient Greek summer school at the idyllic site of Bryanston school. As an intensive two-week residential programme offering over 30 hours of Greek tuition, the JACT summer school is an invaluable experience both for accelerating the ability and confidence of Ancient Greek learners. As a second-year philosophy doctoral candidate writing my thesis on Plato’s  conception of political tyrants, being able to read and translate Plato’s dialogues is essential to my research. 
At the JACT summer school I worked in a small class of just six students at the level of intermediate plus. In this class I had the opportunity to read Plato’s Protagoras, and I was also introduced to Greek poetry, reading Euripides’ Medea and Homeric Greek. This allowed me to develop a more holistic understanding and appreciation of ancient Greek. Alongside translation I was able to focus on a crucial aspect of Greek grammar that is easily neglected, namely learning the principal parts of irregular Greek verbs. Each day our class was assessed on principle parts, and by the end of the course I had learnt the principle parts of one hundred irregular Greek verbs - a task that was long overdue for my Greek. 
The summer school also hosted daily seminars and lectures on aspects of Greek society, literature, and language. As a student from a philosophy background at university I found these seminars immensely helpful to further expand my understanding of the Ancient Greek world. The summer school also provided a wonderful opportunity to meet fellow doctoral students in ancient philosophy and classics across the UK and internationally. After meeting many postgraduate students from Edinburgh university, we have decided to set up an informal online Greek philosophy reading group at the beginning of this academic year to allow us all to practice and develop our Greek skills together. I was also invited to present my research at the Edinburgh university philosophy postgraduate research series. 
I am immensely grateful to the Hellenic society for their grant which I was able to use to help pay for the summer school tuition fees. Not only did I develop my Greek significantly throughout the course but I also developed a greater knowledge of, and appreciation for ancient Greek society, and further established connections with postgraduate students both in the UK and internationally.
