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This year, I was lucky enough to receive an individual grant to fund my travel to Koumasa, Crete. With the money I received I was able to pay for my flights to take part in the 2025 Koumasa excavation campaign under Professor Diamantis Panagiotopoulos. During my time on site, my role as a trench assistant in Trench 16 allowed me to take part in and observe the uncovering of Bronze Age rooms containing multiple objects such as conical cups and stone tools. When not on site, my role involved drawing finds, proofreading excavation notebooks and preparing the excavation box for the following day. These tasks helped me to build on the skills I formed in my previous two years as part of the excavation team, allowing me to secure a training contract as a professional fieldwork archaeologist at Oxford Archaeology. 
As well as this, during the days in which the excavation was not carried out, we were able to visit other important Minoan sites such as Zominthos, Papoura and Kommos. Visiting these different sites gave me a deeper understanding of Koumasa and its relationship to the rest of Bronze Age Crete.  
Outside of archaeology, as a team, we made an effort to be involved in the local community. This included attending social events such as feasts as well as religious ceremonies. These interactions helped me to understand the importance of good relations with the local community when uncovering and studying their history. The locals were at the heart of our excavation, with a man from each family working with us and helping us to understand local geology and vegetation from their experience in the olive fields. 
Without the money from the society, I would not have been able to continue my development as an archaeologist and hand in a strong application for my current position, kickstarting my professional career in the field. Therefore, I am extremely grateful to the Hellenistic Society and will endeavour to pay forward the society’s kindness to future generations of historians and archaeologists. 
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