2025 excavation campaign Itanos
Roswyn Wiltshire
Report for the Hellenic Society

I am very grateful to the Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies for their assistance funding my travel to Crete in order to participate in the recent excavation campaign at Itanos. The project of the CReA-Patrimoine research centre, Université Libre de Bruxelles, has been continuing to investigate different areas of the Itanos necropolis. Situated at the north-eastern tip of Crete, this necropolis has the longest continuous use of any known on the island, from the 8th century BC to the early Christian period. Trenches were thus opened in several sectors to address questions pertaining to various periods. I was thrilled to be working in and around the tumulus in Zone A, investigating the earliest burial use of the site (more details on the prior campaigns can be found online at crea.phisoc.ulb.be). In our first week we found evidence of enchytrismoi in diverse pot shapes, cleaned out almost entirely of bones. This supports the theory that the burial found in the previous season was a secondary placement, containing skeletons originally from other vessels. We eagerly await further analysis and the final report on these and the amazing finds from other sectors. I heartily encourage all to be on the lookout for the synthesis of results from the 2021-2025 programme, expected in to be published in early 2027.
Able to assist in two other sectors and in the lab, I have learned much from the experience and the wonderful team I worked with, which I hope to utilise as my archaeology career progresses having recently been granted my doctorate. 
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