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Recipient: Lauren Heilman, University of Birmingham 
Conference: The Bottom of the Iceberg: Written and Unwritten Cultures in Dialogue in the Ancient Mediterranean held at UCL on June 2nd-4th of 2025.
Summary: This grant assisted my travel to the UK from the US to present my research and chair multiple panels at a prestigious conference which I also co-organised. Participating in person allowed me not only to fulfil my duties as co-organiser but also afforded multiple opportunities to discuss my research with scholars with whom I had only previously interacted via email. My research on the lyre greatly benefited from discussion and comments from many specialists in the field of ancient Greek music who were present, including John Franklin and Armand D’Angour. My understanding of orality was deepened in outside discussions with anthropologist Karin Barber, and my current work on Pindar was oriented through discussions with Kathryn Morgan. The time in London and a brief excursion to Oxford also enabled me to spend more time with my supervisor, Jess Lightfoot, whose guidance and conversations at that conference deepened my scholarship and afforded me some extra time at the British Museum and Ashmolean Museum to further examine material culture that I have included in my thesis. 
My sincere gratitude to SPHS for generously awarding me this grant. 
