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Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies 
School Grant Report

Following the successful receipt of funding from The Hellenic Society Council please complete the following feedback report detailing how successful the project was; how it was received by students as well as how the money was spent. Please attach any appropriate photographs to the email that may be used by The Hellenic Society in promoting your project and sharing it on the Grant News section of the website.

Please email the completed form and any related documentation by 1st October or 1st May to: secretary@hellenicsociety.org.uk

	Name of applicant: Michelle Reading, Weavers Academy



	Brief description of the project for which the grant was applied for and subsequently used:
Our annual Tales of… project has just completed it’s 4th performance, continuing a tradition of engaging local primary school students—specifically Year 5 pupils—in the study and dramatization of Greek mythology. Each year, we select a different myth and adapt it into a one-act musical play (approximately one hour in length), encouraging students to explore the rich historical and literary contexts behind these enduring stories. We have created 3 productions that are now cycled.  

The script is written in-house, grounded in classical sources and adapted to balance accessibility for young performers with fidelity to the original myth. Interwoven with the narrative are ten songs, which blend popular and musical theatre styles to further engage the students. All musical arrangements for our live band—comprising secondary school students from Weavers Academy—are also prepared internally.
	
The performance itself is a collaboration: secondary school students act the principal roles, while primary school students form a chorus, singing all of the songs during key moments. In this way, the production echoes the ancient tradition of the Greek chorus, allowing younger students to participate actively in the dramatic unfolding of the story.

Throughout the academic year, we provide extensive resources for primary school staff, integrating the musical and dramatic elements into their curriculum. We also deliver Continuing Professional Development (CPD) sessions to equip teachers to lead rehearsals confidently. In May, our team tours the participating primary schools to deliver preparatory workshops that explore character, narrative structure, and musical components, ensuring a cohesive and enriching experience for all participants.

On the day of the performance, the primary schools are transported to the theatre (transport provided by our organization), where a full day of rehearsals precedes the evening performance for parents and community members. Rehearsals progress from sectional workshops to full-stage run-throughs, ensuring that all students are fully prepared.

For the first time in 2026, we have had to plan for 2 performance dates in order to fit in the number of schools and students that wish to participate.  There were 8 schools involved in this years The Tales of Odysseus totally 350 primary school children.  



	Date or period of project:
Project window – January-June 2026
Performance Dates - Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th June 2026



	Was the project successful? Did it engage the students? Please add any anonymous student comments that could be subsequently used by The Hellenic Society for a write-up of the project.  

Email received from headteacher of a participating primary school
Dear Mrs Merry,

I just wanted to drop you a line to say thank you to Weavers and Miss Reading for organising The Tales of Odysseus shows.

As last year, the opportunity for the children to be led in their singing rehearsals by a music specialist and to perform in-stage in a working theatre was wonderful for our children. Despite the heat, every child in Year Five thoroughly enjoyed themselves last night and were left with a lasting and positive memory of a great experience.

Thank you to all Weavers staff involved in this experience and for funding the coach travel and singing sessions- we truly appreciate it.

Last night gave our children some real cultural capital (and is an activity they can tick off in their Bartonian Blooms passport!)

Many thanks once again to you and your team.

Kind regards,


Email received from parents of 2 students in the band
Hi Miss Reading

Huge congratulations to you and your team on the success of Odysseus.

We thoroughly enjoyed it (both nights). Excellent cast, great scripts, innovative costumes, lovely choirs and a not too shabby pit band!

We hope you have protected the rights to the production - you could make a fortune!

Thanks so much for everything you and the creative arts teams do for the kids - they love being part of it and we love watching.

Kind regards


Social Media (Facebook) post from a participating primary school:
Facbook Link
☀️ What an incredible day for VPA at the Castle Theatre! ☀️
On what turned out to be the hottest day of the year, our amazing Year 5 Victoria children absolutely shone at when performing the Tales of Odysseus. From start to finish, their energy, enthusiasm and teamwork were outstanding. A huge thank you to Weavers Academy for this superb event. 🎶 The singing was simply fantastic – full of confidence, joy and real musicality. It showed just how hard Year 5 showed just how hard everyone has been working, and it truly paid off. 👏 Even more impressive was the behaviour throughout the day – respectful and something to be really proud of. A huge thank you to Miss Taylor for organising and leading such a brilliant experience. Her dedication made the evening so special for everyone involved. We are so proud of all our Year 5 children– a memorable day, amazing performances and a perfect example of VPA excellence in action!

Email from a Weavers student in the cast (part of Helen)
Hi Miss! 

Before I start lemme just say well done for todayyyy! The band was amazing, your directing was amazing and just the show itself, writing and everything! Well done and thank youu!! You should be proud of yourself and hope Mama Reading enjoyed it! (and you stayed calm, controlled and collected) 

Email from a Weavers student in the cast (part of Penelope)
thankyouuuuu!!!

thank you for the last two days!! i love doing this every year and i’ll miss it next year! i hope mother reading liked ittt!! 
you and the band smashed it too queen




	Social media connections. Please provide details for connecting to the social media locations where you promoted and shared your project experiences, including Twitter name; Facebook page; a link to your blog. This will allow The Hellenic Society to connect with you and re-post your project and share your success.

On social media, you will find daily posts leading up to the performance that introduced the story and the main characters.  After the performance, there were posts with photos from the event shared

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/WeaversAcademy/ 
Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/weaversacademy 
LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/school/weavers-academy-wellingborough/posts/?feedView=all 
X 
https://x.com/WeaversAcademy 
Weavers Website (photo album)
https://www.weaversacademy.org.uk/gallery/?pid=3&gcatid=5&albumid=26 




	Cost breakdown of how the grant money was used:
Grant received - £500
Used towards coach Hire for transporting primary students to the theatre - £960


	
	
	Contribution of the institution itself and any other funding received:
The Gilbert Murray Trust - £500
Castle Theatre – venue hire (approx. value £4,000)
Weavers Academy – all costumes, props, transport for primary workshops
Team Eventex – lighting, sound and stage management 


	
	
	Would you recommend The Hellenic Society school grants to other institutions?
Absolutely yes!  We wouldn’t have been able to do this without you!



Please provide/attach further relevant information below.

This is a link to the online programme for the performances: 
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/dee073d2e5.html 

This is a link to our school website past events page and the photo album for the performances:
https://www.weaversacademy.org.uk/gallery/?pid=3&gcatid=5&albumid=26 

This is a link to a video of the Thursday performance of the project: 
Thursday performance.MOV

This is a link to an article about the project that will be in our summer term school magazine: Article for school magazine.pdf
When the magazine is issued at the end of term, you will be able to access it on this website: Weavers Academy - Magazine

This is a link to the NODA review of the performance (Wednesday night): The Tales Of Odysseus - NODA
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