To the esteemed members of the Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies,

I am writing to submit my report following my participation in the 25th International Congress of Byzantine Studies, the most important international scholarly event in the field of Byzantine studies, bringing together researchers and academics from different countries and academic institutions, which was held from 24 to 29 August 2026, in Vienna, Austria. 

My participation in the Congress, in which I took part for the first time, was especially significant for my research career. During these six days, I had the opportunity to attend presentations and discussions on a wide range of topics relating to Byzantine history, archaeology, philology, theology, sigillography, numismatics, music, art, and culture, and to become acquainted with the latest developments, contemporary approaches, and new directions in research. At the same time, my interactions with other scholars were particularly valuable for the development of my own research. This became especially evident following my paper, “Patriarch Athanasios I’s Interference in Secular Affairs”, in which I presented part of my dissertation to an international and specialised audience, thereby contributing to the broader scholarly dialogue on the subject. I was also able to receive interesting comments and observations that will be valuable for the further development of my research.

Beyond its scholarly dimension, my participation in the Congress provided an important opportunity to expand my academic network and to become further integrated into the international research community of Byzantine studies. The discussions and exchanges that followed the presentations, as well as those that took place within the broader framework of the Congress, are also expected to contribute substantially to the further development and deepening of the research I am currently undertaking.

The opportunity to participate in such an international scholarly event, as well as to establish contacts with fellow scholars, is highly significant and represents an important part of the journey of an early-career researcher, both academically and professionally. I would therefore like to express my warmest and most sincere thanks for the financial support you provided, which made possible not only my attendance at the Congress, but also my active participation through the presentation of my research. Your support has been a valuable and substantial contribution to this experience and, by extension, to my academic development and the advancement of my research activities.

Thank you once again for your generous support, which made my participation in this enriching academic event possible; this opportunity was invaluable to my ongoing academic research and professional development.

Yours faithfully,

Phoebe-Irene Georgiadi (National and Kapodistrian University of Athens)
